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From Interviewing to Artistic Creation
— The Oral History Practices of The Folk Memory Project, Caochangdi Workstation
Rui Guo

"Folk Memory Project" by Caochangdi Workstation was initiated in 2010. To date, it has a total
of over 125 participants, most of whom are young people born after 1985. They returned to the
villages they came from, interviewed the elderly on their experience in the “Three Years of
Famine", also during different historical periods including the "Land Reform", the "Great Leap
Forward", and the "Cultural Revolution". Over 1166 elderly people were interviewed.
Interviewing for folk memory, for most young people who are not professional historians, is not
only a process of historical data collection, but also a process of learning historical knowledge.
After the interviews, documentaries and theater creation began. Cultural production of various
forms based on interview data is a major feature of Caochangdi. Not only that, from exploring
history to concerning reality and taking actions, Caochangdi people also made efforts to practice
their own "citizens images" and build their own citizenship.
Keywords: Folk Memory Project, Caochangdi Workstation, Three Years of Famine, Young People
Born after 1985, Documentary; Theatre
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