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Oral History in Taiwan: Origin, Development,
Achievements, Organization and Issues
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(— ) EXERBRBEE Symposium Recordings as pioneers

1 1946F 88X CRESSEMWN (FLEXRE4iR)
(&EXIE)
Music Symposium. Held by Taiwan Cultural Association in
1946 (Taiwan Culture)

2~ 1952F SIEHRERY (RS E ER
( =163249 )

Mengjia Senior Symposium. Held by Taipei Historica Council
In 1952 (Taipel Heritage)
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Interviews and publications by the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica

11959~ 1972F R EIERRE  HHBUERIINE A ( F5819495F
ZRENBE ) H HEHEEESFASIE (1960~1962) .15Z
Ford Foundation B9 Bf ( 1963~1971)

1959~1972: interviewed mainlanders who quit politics and retreated to
Taiwan after 1949. Cooperated with Columbia University (1960~1962),
received funding from the Ford Foundation (1963~1971)

2~ 1982F HhRF—AOMESE CRIEIFTESRBALCER)

In 1982 published the first oral history book The Interview with Mr. Ling
Hongxun.
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Interviews and publications by the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica

31984F< : HEFAMORFENOG - HE - ESEE
FREAY - HIMEAREFEAN - HEBRBRIBGSEHREHE -
sEHE AR AE

1984 to present: broadened the scope and level of interviews:
ranging from biography to special topics, from government and
military seniors to other types of people, from mainlanders to
Talwanese, from those in power to victims of political events

4~ R2013FRIEHBAMRI23FEOMES - Wbk (OEEF
Y (BIFIA1989F LER20045F - 2013FE T )

As of 2013, published 123 oral history books. Oral History Annuals
were published between 1989 and 2004, then resumed in 2013
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1 - ESPEE Academia Historica
é9él$ﬁ=ﬁyﬁ 2 —EAB A SHREHIEE - 22013F 2 HhkR491E

From 1991 onwards, is the only institution with full-time oral history staff.
As of 2013 has published 49 oral history books
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The Oral History Group of Taiwan Historica Museum (former Taiwan
Historica Council, now part of Academia Historica) was formed in 1992
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2 - DARFFEREE P IHFTET Academia Sinica. Institute of Taiwan History

1994 F e O ESR = - F1997F &P - 2001 F£4 X %E - HAIE
HhROFE - 2009F Hhk (ZEZOMEFEHFEImL953~2009 ) »
An oral history room was set up in 1994. Recovered in 2001 after its

Interruption in 1997. Published 9 books, including Taiwan Oral History
Bibliography 1953~2009

3 ~ BIPLER Department of Defense
H1987Fi22014F H it iR46fM OiES - HERERE - HEWAME
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Published 46 oral history books from 1987 to 2014, including interviews
with people from different military services.



 EIEMXREE - SEMXERE\SHEELE BYEE

7

N’

_—

b
1lin

EERYHEE - EE£ S Engaged Institutions and Foundations

Taipei Historia Council, Kaohsiung Historia Council \ Kaohsiung Museum of History

=X EIE20126F - HEGESADME - BB30REHE -
As of 2012, Taipei Historia Council has published over 5 oral history books,

organized over 30 related seminars.

MRAERIET - 2013FELE LR (FEINES
HEWE) -
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Kaohsiung Museum of History opened in 1998. In 2011 it took over the
business from the Kaohsiung Historica Council. In 2013 published the book

Stopped love letters: stories of political victims in Kaohsiung
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5 B=#EaEPRESLE Wu Sanlian Taiwan Historical Foundation

1988F R "MENZAR=EQELRNEEE , - OGS
mnZ—  HifXHIEEASENER EHE‘”EEEﬂZ,‘%EE
BRYERK -

Founded in 1988. Oral history is one of its main focuses. Interview
topics include the contributions of Taiwanese writers and early
Tailwanese American students to the democratic movement in Taiwan

6~A£‘£

8& O 7L = Taiwan Oral History Research Office :
ERCMMEBEHEZRE SN - LGIFBARE -

Founded by the late Lin Zhongsheng and his wife Wu Junying with the
main intention of interviewing celebrities.
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(—) 1987F @B 7 EUARET - OAEhEE M AT

Interviews became very popular after 1987 when the lifting of martial law
reduced political scruples in Taiwan

(Z) BEREE TNEME The foundation was laid before 1987

HIRmAE - ER/AI - MRS ERE—TEEEN

iLiE - TRMBZSEERER - THEREATHIES - €53
BERE T - Blodg A 2R -

There was a certain degree of grasp on theoretical approach, text structure,

and note insertion. Workshops and courses were opened for personnel
training. Interviews were conducted when interviewees were ready.
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Established a rightful place in the conservative history sector
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Challenged the traditional history with plebeian perspectives

3 BERBUBEMRIOGRN - HACIERAERTS
A S i S R E SR
Paid attention to political cases. Their interview records became important

documents for vindicating and understanding the pain and suffering of
political victims
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Oral history records have been used extensively by medical, nursing, and
religious institutions. They were also important references for theses and

dissertations
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Conducting interviews has become an important method in the areas of
school history, local history, and family history

LhRARE OAEEBFRVB20RLU L - TEIRXIDE

Issued over 20 oral history publications with different themes every year
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(— ) 1991FEpR U OMESET (F=i%

Oral History Conferences started in 1991

RYESEENOATIFE - APHIREOEMAEERI -
1991 ~1994F8F—R - 1995FcSEBMEAR—R -

The Academia Sinica has convened the conferences involving oral
history researchers and workers in Taiwan. It took place annually
19911994, every two years after 1995.
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Taiwan Oral History Society was established in 2009

SENRERAESEIAIMARBEAL - REFGFEOLEE ZEE -

Mission: bring together all the related persons at home and abroad, and
facilitate the development of oral history.

BENLTFRABFOREEARE - LhR1MH (FEONELSSEH)

The Society holds its conferences annually and publishes the Conference
Proceedings afterwards.

2013115 IR (RECBHEM) —= - 2014 F6AMK (=
R AR WIS BIEA) - AR AR BB -

Published Oral History Practical Manual in Nov. 2013 and Taiwan Oral
History Theory, Practice, and Cases in June 2014, which contributed to the
promotion and application of oral history.
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(—) REFENABRKBERIME ST E

Interviewees couldn’t play their roles appropriately

(Z) OBEENABTAAIZE : XF - ARIIFULBGEZE

The contents and words of oral history were not accurate, had room for
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(@) OaicE iR L R ERBFTEE

Discrepancies between the first draft and final publication
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